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FORWARD BY CHAIRPERSON 

 

Cleobury Mortimer is a strong, independent minded and resilient community and so has 
embraced the opportunity to take control of planning for future development. A high 
level of engagement and participation has enabled the steering group to draw on a wide 
range of ideas in coming up with the plan. 

Fundamental to the Plan has been a detailed and aspirational vision for the future of the 
town that informed our policies and decision making. 

A guiding principle has been to accept the need for new housing balanced by economic 
development, but to do it in a way that provides the type of housing that we need whilst 
recognizing we are in a rural setting. From the outset, environmental reinforcement, a 
love of wildlife, trees and walking have all been constant themes.  

This formal consultation document is the culmination of listening to positive inputs and 
heart felt concerns of residents, landowners, community groups and organisations and 
their reactions to initial plans published. We have tried to reach a balanced compromise 
within what is viable and achievable.  

If passed, Cleobury Mortimer, through its Town Council will have laid down planning 
protection for its plans and policies and exert greater influence over proposed 
developments to make sure they follow the vision for the town and meet its needs. It will 
also mean a greater contribution from development towards infrastructure to support 
development. 

Powers are limited, but at least residents will have more of a say. The plan is reviewable 
as soon as it is adopted, although the time horizon for the plan is some 18 years. 

 

Peter Blackburn 

 

 

 

 

 

This draft was prepared by Cleobury Mortimer Steering Group 

working with Andrea Pellegram Ltd. 
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Introduction and Background 

1. Our Neighbourhood Plan has been 

developed by volunteers alongside 

members of the Town Council and has been 

informed by a survey and consultation with 

those that reside and work in our 

community. County planning policy indicates 

that we will require a minimum of 200 

houses, which, including those already 

permitted, requires an extra 120 new 

houses before 2038.  Our goal within this 

Neighbourhood Plan is that alongside the 

building of those houses, our community 

will preserve the things we love and 

appreciate about Cleobury Mortimer. Those 

aspects of our living environment are the 

sense of community and the natural 

environment: the trees, hedges, brooks and 

wildlife that enhance our lives. We seek to 

protect and enhance that environment. 

 

2. The Cleobury Mortimer (CM) 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 

covers the period 2020-2038 to be aligned 

to the plan period for the emerging 

Shropshire Local Plan.  It has been prepared 

to be in conformity with the strategic 

policies in the Development Plan and with 

the agreement of the Local Planning 

Authority (LPA) also addresses economic 

and housing policies in the emerging Local 

Plan that is being prepared 

contemporaneously with the CMNDP. 

Purpose 

3.   Neighbourhood planning gives communities 

the power to develop a shared vision for 

their area. Neighbourhood plans can shape, 

direct and help to deliver sustainable 

 

1 National Planning Policy Framework 2021, para. 29. 

2 Ibid., footnote 18. 

development, by influencing local planning 

decisions as part of the statutory 

development plan. Neighbourhood plans 

should not promote less development than 

set out in the strategic policies for the area 

or undermine those strategic policies1. 

Neighbourhood plans must be in general 

conformity with the strategic policies 

contained in any development plan that 

covers their area2. 

4.  Once a neighbourhood plan has been 

brought into force, the policies it contains 

take precedence over existing non-strategic 

policies in a local plan covering the 

neighbourhood area, where they are in 

conflict; unless they are superseded by 

strategic or non-strategic policies that are 

adopted subsequently3.  

5.   Plans should set out the contributions 

expected from development. This should 

include setting out the levels and types of 

affordable housing provision required, along 

with other infrastructure (such as that 

needed for education, health, transport, 

flood and water management, green and 

digital infrastructure). Such policies should 

not undermine the deliverability of the 

plan4. 

  

3 Ibid., para. 30. 

4 Ibid., para. 34. 
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Submitting Body 

6. Under the provisions of the Localism Act 2011 

and Part 2 of The Neighbourhood Planning 

(General) Regulations 2012, Cleobury 

Mortimer Town Council was recognised as 

the relevant body for the designated area 

with regards to the Regulations.5    

7.    Cleobury Mortimer Town Council is the 

qualifying body. Professional support has 

been provided by Andrea Pellegram MRTPI, 

AECOM and Locality.

 

Neighbourhood Area 

8. Under the provisions of the Localism Act 2011 

and Part 2 of The Neighbourhood Planning 

(General) Regulations 2012, the town of 

Cleobury Mortimer in Shropshire was 

designated as a Neighbourhood Area. The 

extent of the designation is shown in Figure 

1.

 

Figure 1:  Cleobury Mortimer Neighbourhood Area 

 

  

 

5 Effective date 15/05/2018 following Shropshire 

Council Cabinet meeting 02/05/2018   

https://shropshire.gov.uk/committee-

services/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?AIId=10950 

 

https://shropshire.gov.uk/committee-services/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?AIId=10950
https://shropshire.gov.uk/committee-services/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?AIId=10950





























































































