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Chair’s Introduction

A welcoming  community
proud of its historic past 

that looks forward 
to a thriving and sustainable 

future.

It has been a privilege to lead the Council through 2017/18 following Council elections. We 
have set in motion plans for the future. We are embarking on a Neighbourhood Plan to try 
and ensure we get the housing we need of the right type in the right place; The right amount 
of employment land to support jobs for the future; To protect our wonderful rural 
environment and community; To improve our transport links.
We have our first 3 year plan in place and have submitted our application for a quality award 
for the Council, whilst keeping local taxes static through careful cost management.
Our Councillors, supported by Matt Sheehan, the Clerk and the team, have worked very hard 
to consult with and involve residents, businesses and community groups in making 
improvements around the town and preserving what we have – a pretty special place to live. 
I hope you enjoy this new form of report. To find out more, or to get involved, visit our 
website on www.Clepbury.org.uk

http://www.Clepbury.org.uk


Neighbourhood Plan 2016-36

• A Plan for Cleobury’s Future that 
will end up with a referendum in 
2019

• Kicked off with a public 
consultation July-September

• A Town Meeting to develop a 
vision for Cleobury 2036 took 
place in January 2018. 61 
present.

• Many Community groups and 
businesses have been consulted.

• The Big Cleobury Survey was 
launched to gain insight from all 
households.



What a Neighbourhood Plan is about

Next 5 years Next 10 years Next 20 years



Neighbourhood Plan - Our planning challenges

Housing – We will probably see the development of 
around 140 new houses before 2036 + 60 already agreed.
Transport – we have some parking and access issues that 
this new development might worsen. We have a very 
limited bus service.
Health and sport – We need to improve our opportunities 
for recreation and these new neighbours will add 
pressure
Economy – we want our local businesses to thrive and 
provide local jobs – we need land for this.
Environment – We need to protect our trees, wildlife 
corridors, rivers and open spaces. Reduce waste.



Neighbourhood Plan – Vision for Cleobury 2036

❖People of all ages live happily and enjoy a strong sense 
of community and the security that this brings;

❖There is a state of the art community hub that meets 
the needs of all sectors of the community;

❖The age profile of the community will be balanced 
because suitable housing will be available for people 
and families in all phases of their lives;

❖There is a well-connected public transport system that 
allows people of all ages and mobility to travel on foot 
or by bus on safe, convenient and direct routes;

❖Access to the beautiful countryside is available to all 
with good connections between rural and urban areas;

Developed at the Town Plan Meeting January 2018



❖ There is a prosperous local economy that meets the needs of the town 
and surrounding villages and that provides well-paid local jobs, including 
working from home;

❖ The town centre is vibrant and meets the needs of local people so that 
they are not forced to travel long distances to access services;

❖ Mental and physical health is good for all members of the community 
because there are ample opportunities to exercise, meet others, and 
obtain specialist support when it is required;

❖ There is energy self-sufficiency and the opportunity to benefit from 
renewable sources of energy and cleaner energy including vehicle 
charging points;

❖ Green spaces are improved and enhanced, and local trees of importance 
are protected.

❖ Tourists will visit and contribute to the local economy.

Neighbourhood Plan – Vision for Cleobury 2036    (cont)



Community Groups In Cleobury

Developed at the 
Cleobury
Celebration Day
2017

Developed to aid 
Neighbourhood
Plan consultation

The Council 
supports 

Community 
Groups



Crime Reduction Group

We have provided or continue to 
support:
• 12 CCTV cameras installed to 

reduce anti-social behaviour, 
to prevent/detect crime 

• 12 more CCTV cameras to be 
fitted in 2018 – Grant aided + 
community and Council 
support

• A CCTV plan  that offers a  
“ring of steel” around all 
entrances and exits to the 
town.

• Smartwater signage and 
marking of household goods 
to deter theft



World War 1 Group

• New commemorative 
benches and bin installed

• Plans for new Plaque on 
Market Hall near complete

• Planning Exhibition of 
Cleobury Archive material 
from WW1

• Planned Silhouettes of 
Soldiers 

• Series of articles in The 
Clarion continue to appear



Cleobury Celebration Day – 10 June  2017

Photo Source: Alice Bodenham                                                              Photo Source: Ludlow Advertiser

A day organised by a volunteer committee with Council support to celebrate the 
creative talents and interests of the people of Cleobury

• Arts and Crafts in the Market Hall
• Music and entertainment in the church
• Health and Wellbeing at the Medical Centre

• A fun dog show and stalls
• Sports, Firemen and First Responders
• A Historical Walk



Community Enhancement

Dog Fouling and dog control are 
key concerns for residents 

We Have:
• added 5 extra bins
• reinforced the need for dogs to be 

kept under control on the sports field
• Trained Clerk Matt Sheehan as a 

licensed reporter of dog control 
incidents. 

• cautioned one serial dog fouling 
owner with a written warning.

Consultation on new
Dog Training area The park area near the sports field is a popular place to walk 

dogs, but not all dogs can be let off the lead safely for their 
own protection or during training. 
We are hoping to build a fenced dog exercise area, with public, 
council and private funding in the next year. Responsible dog 
owners will be able to use the area for free or book a private 
session for a small fee.



Infrastructure Improvements

Co-op Crossing. Assessment for a new pedestrian 
crossing was undertaken, resulting in an agreed site by 
the telephone exchange near Bull Alley opposite the 
Co-op. This is a project funded by the Co-op 
development and long overdue to be installed.

New pedestrian crossing lights – High Street
A taller, newer and more high tech crossing was installed 
so that large vehicles have more warning to slow down 
through the high street and make the crossing safer.

Street Light replacement programme
New LED streetlights with steel posts have 
been installed to replace older less 
efficient streetlights. Running costs are 
25% of previous lights. Full replacement 
will be spread over the next 2 years.

New 24hr accessible
De-Fibrillator
Thqnks to Cleobury
Patients Voice, The 
Kings Arms and 
members of the 
community

Planned

Completed



Maintenance carried out

A team of local 
tradesmen, Councilors, 
staff and other 
volunteers help put up 
the Christmas trees 
and lights.

“The Beast from the East”

Council Staff - Roger and Matt 
help keep the paths clear during 
the big freeze. 
Extra grit bins deployed and re-
filled. 
Volunteers help with snow 
ploughing and gritting

Storm damage clearing

Strong winds brought down 
trees next to the football pitch. 
Cordoned off and made safe the 
same day.



Projects we would like to support  

Refurbish and improve
Children’s Playpark Outdoor Adult Gym Trail

Bike Trail in park woodland

All three projects were 
generated by community 
groups, put out to 
consultation and will be 
subject securing funding from 
multiple sources but 
substantially from the 
Council.



Financial Summary 2017/18
14/15
Actual

15/16
Actual

16/17
Actual

17/18
Budget

17/18
Actua
l

Var
£

Income

Precept 61,994 96,500 110,000 110,000

Other Income 14,632 30,892 31,386 25,700

Total Income 76,626 127,392 141,386 135,700

Expenditure

Salaries + Ni + Travel/Training 21,968 35,281 45,613 48,600

Capital Projects 53,120 48,095 20,015 64,055

Rent and Rates 1,905 4,214 4,180 4,500

Maintenance + Lighting- CCTV 18,735 11,484 34,061 29,850

Admin/Other/VAT recovery 8,922 20,825 24,318 10,900

Donations to Community 3,213 4,046 3,293 5,000

Total Expenditure 107,864 123,945 128,478 162,905

Net Total -31,238 3,447 13,120 -27,205

Reserves 112,202 115,649 128,769 91,753

Notes:

Precept: Income 
from Council tax 
based on number of 
households.

Capital Projects: 
Using receipts from 
Medical Centre 
infrastructure build.

Reserves: Held for 
long term projects 
or contingency 
against the 
unforeseen.

More details at: 

http://www.cleobur
y.org.uk/blog/?page
_id=1049

http://www.cleobury.org.uk/blog/?page_id=1049


Your Town Council Staff Team

Teresa Ray
Cemetery Administrator

Matt Sheehan
Town Clerk

Dorothy Mcbride
Finance Officer

Roger  Potter
Groundsman + Maintenance

Derek Pead
Maintenance



Your Town Councillors

Sean
Thorogood

Chair

Debbie
Brown

Vice Chair

Toby
Kirkby

Geoff
Hainsworth

Paul
French

Jon
Bodenham

Alexander
Smith

Andy
Goold

Neil
Tysall



For more information go to: WWW.Cleobury.org.uk

Cleobury Town Council
Cleobury Country Centre
Love Lane
Cleobury Mortimer
Kidderminster
DY14 8PE

Tel: 01299 271154

http://WWW.Cleobury.org.uk

