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 CLEOBURY MORTIMER PARISH COUNCIL

   
Cleobury Mortimer Parish Council Annual Report - April 2017
Progress of the Parish Council
The Parish Councillors meet on the first Monday of every month and make important decisions on behalf of the Parish which affect us all in many ways in these times of change, especially with the ongoing changes within Shropshire Council. We are very transparent, approachable and work with all kinds of groups, organisations within and outside the Parish of Cleobury Mortimer.
We now have five employees that work hard to ensure that we have information needed for decisions and value for money.

A significant change this year is we are moving the Parish Council office from the Market Hall to an office within Cleobury Country, which we believe will be another step forward. The Clerk will still be available to continue to help the community with structured times and days to be advertised. This will ensure that the growing volunteer groups get the support needed and we don’t miss out on vital grants available. 
The Budget is scrutinised very closely every year and because we do that we are in the fortunate position of not having to raise the Precept for 2017-2018, especially as we also locate and obtain Grants wherever possible.

We have 7 elected Councillors for the next 4 year term and we will now be looking to Co Opt 2 more. Those councillors are myself, Sean Thorogood, Cllr Debbie Brown, Cllr Paul French, Cllr Geoff Hainsworth, Cllr Jon Bodenham, Cllr Tony Kirkby and Cllr Andy Goold.
This year we say goodbye to former councillors Betty Davies & Mike Reiner who between them have served our community for over 90 years. On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to thank them both for their commitment to their town. They have done a lot of great work for the community over the years and their experience and knowledge will be missed.
Skate Park
The Parish Council have now taken over responsibility for the Skate Park and surrounding area for the community, in order to maintain and protect open green recreational space for parish residents in the future. We are at present, working with groups to re-vamp the play area, and looking for the funding to have outdoor Adult exercise equipment around the walking area, which will bring another new enhancement to our community.
Volunteers working for the Parish Council 
We have signed an agreement with Kidderminster Job Centre to take on candidates for Job Seekers allowance to provide them with work experience. This not only helps us putting something back into the community, but we mentor them and provide a reference certificate at the end of the 8 weeks, as well as continuing to help them find a job.
Christmas Lights

These will be continue to be enhanced whilst keeping an eye on costs as we get more permanent connection points in the main street to supply the electricity. We would like to thank everyone for the donations which go towards new lights and thank all the volunteers from the Rugby Club, who help every year. In addition to this we would also like to thank Bill White Nurseries and Nick at Hobsons for the donations of the Trees and Alan Guest for his support.
Shropshire Council

Our employees and Councillors attend meetings keeping us informed of what is happening, and there are still more cuts to come. We can only prepare ourselves on an annual basis as when the precept is set for a year we are not in a position to make any financial changes until the next precept.
Capital Receipt Money
The Capital Receipt money has helped many groups and organisations and it will continue until the funds have been allocated.

Community Groups

We continue to work alongside community groups and have built up excellent relationships, helping either financially, or with support and advice. We have the Crime Group, WW1 Group, Combined Sports Group (Cricket, Rugby, Football) and the Cleobury Community Event Group.
Crime Reduction Group

The Crime Reduction Group which includes Councillors and community volunteers has been very successful and very well attended, with praise of our accomplishments coming from around the midlands. The CCTV is going well with 12 cameras around Cleobury, which covered areas in the town where we had identified as areas of concern. As a result the anti-social issues stopped. We have now put in for another Grant of £9,500 to have another 12 cameras fitted covering all roads in and out of the town. The Group work with other agencies to tackle issues of Parking, speeding and traffic among other things. One area of real concern is around the Schools, where we are looking at better digital signage and other ways to ensure children’s safety. The surrounding parishes are invited to help where they can.

WW1 Group
This group comprises of the Church, British Legion, councillors and residents and look at commemorating events and are presently looking at providing seating and a commemoration plaque on the Market Hall among other things.
Combined Sports Group

This was set up after identifying that the three sports groups could work together to provide better facilities and enhance what we already have. They have already identified ways of working together and are currently looking for grants to put floodlights on the playing field, get better drainage and more facilities for the youth.

Cleobury Community Event

This is a group that are made up of Community members and councillors that are working together to provide an event for the whole family to enjoy in Cleobury. The group is split into three with one group organising the event on the Playing Field and Sports and Social Club, including Dog Show, Fire Service, Police and Armed forces, with face painting and kids disco. One group looking after Craft events held in the Market Hall and St Mary’s Church.  Another group will be looking after events in both Schools and various events around the town, with much more.  Saturday JUNE 10th is the big day.
All of these groups are open for people to join and help, so if anyone is interested then see our Parish Clerk Matt, who is involved with them all and will be more than happy to add you to the group.
Funding

We raised £20,000 of funding in 2016. So far in 2017 we have already applied for £9,500 and are looking to apply for over £50,000 more on other projects with the various groups we work with and fully support.
Parking, Speeding, Dog Fouling

Parking and speeding issues as well as dog fouling continues to cause problems. Only by the community’s involvement can changes be made together with enforcement on parking issues which we are starting to identify and report accordingly.
Street Lights

We are working on a large project covered by the precept changing over all the old concrete Street Lights to bring them up to date and use LED lighting to bring the cost down significantly.
Talbot Car Park

Resurfacing, parking space allocations including disabled spaces & better entrance is an ongoing project which we are hoping to complete this year.
New Pedestrian Crossing

This new pedestrian crossing between the Co-op & the Medical Centre is currently being negotiated with Shropshire Council and the Co-Op.

Pot Holes

These are always a problem with more and more traffic on the roads. Please report these to your Clerk Matt who will make Highways aware so we get them filled as soon as possible.

Housing Association

We work closely with most of the Housing Associations looking at the needs of housing for local people with local connections.
Get involved

I would encourage more people to attend the monthly meetings and get involved with voluntary organisations that you think you can help us with. As Councillors we’re not paid for what we do, we do it because it’s our home town, we do it because the decisions we make affect us all. What encourages us to continue to put in our valuable time is the commitment we are seeing from the community supporting us in many ways. We can’t do it all on our own, we need your help and support.
Cllr Sean Thorogood (Chairman)
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