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 CLEOBURY MORTIMER PARISH COUNCIL

    
Cleobury Mortimer Parish Council Annual Report - April 2016

Cllr Sean Thorogood
Play Area - Skate Park
The Parish Council have taken over responsibility for the Play Area next to the Primary School which involves the maintenance and development plus securing it for the future. In addition to this we are currently in the process of working with Shropshire Council to transfer the Skate Park and surrounding area to the Parish Council for the community in order to maintain and protect open green recreational space for Cleobury going forward.
Crime Reduction Group

We set up a Crime Reduction Group which included Councillors and community volunteers which has been very successful and very well attended. Funding was secured and ‘Smartwater’ was a great success making us the first ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ town. The CCTV is now going to be owned, maintained and monitored by the Parish Council and the group are working with us to enhance and expand our coverage with new technology. We have already appointed a supplier after three quotes and should be up and running this summer. This will also include other areas in the town which the group have identified as areas of concern that need monitoring, should there be any crime issues. 
Parish Council Employee

Roger Potter has recently joined us to carry out ground work and maintenance around the town and we are working with Shropshire Council to secure some funding for Roger every year through a scheme. Roger’s main duties are areas that we own, especially the Cemetery which we have had many positive comments already.

Talbot Car Park - The Wells

We are pushing as hard as we can to have the Talbot car park resurfaced with new parking markings and new streetlights. In addition to this replacing all the old concrete columns with new ones and LED lighting. We are also looking at way to enhance the ‘Wells’ area.
Parish Hall

The Parish Hall was under threat of closing due to a neighbour dispute on a right of way over access for fuel deliveries, refuse collection and fire escape. This resulted in a tribunal court case which many of our long standing members of our community attended and gave their statements in court. It’s with great thanks to them and all the hard work of everyone involved that we have our Parish Hall open today and for many years to come. The Judge’s ruling is available in the Clerks office and on the Parish Council website.

Christmas Lights

After our first year looking after the Christmas lights we invested in new lights and used professional as well as our local volunteers to improve on what we already had. The number of compliments and positive comments received from local people and others from neighbouring areas was quite remarkable. Cllr Paul French heads up this operation and he plans to add value each year whilst keeping a close eye on the budget.
Shropshire Council

Over the past few years we have been listening to what Shropshire Council has been telling us about cuts and how we should be prepared to help ourselves whilst maintaining a working partnership with them. Working towards the future guessing with a degree of accuracy as to what would be being passed down and how services would be affected. All this information was gained from meetings in Shrewsbury, our staff making enquiries with the relationships they had in and around the county. We are now in a strong position to make sure we are not left behind. This has brought many enquiries from other Parish Councils who are looking for us to advise them with issues they are encountering and any way in which we can help them, as they will also have to make harsh decisions over the coming years. Cleobury is growing into a larger town and we recognise the need to grow with continue to work towards helping our community.
Manor House

We have a good working relationship with the owner of the Manor house (Mr Iqbal) and to date he has replaced the roof of the Manor House and we are hoping to meet with him soon to discuss the rubbish at the front of the property and when he intends to continue the renovation.

Capital Receipt Money
The Capital Receipt money has helped many groups and organisations and it will continue until it has gone.

Community Groups

We continue to work alongside community groups and have built up excellent relationships, helping either financially, or with support and advice. Without community groups and volunteers carrying out excellent work in our community we would not have the good spirit we have today.

Funding

The Parish Council is always there to serve the community as a whole and ensure that services expected are maintained wherever possible and we continue to look for funding and grants for the coming year after obtaining around £20,000 last year.
Parking, Speeding, Dog Fouling
Parking and speeding issues as well as dog fouling continues to cause problems and we have to work together to sort it out. Only by the community’s involvement can changes be made together with enforcement on parking issues. We are continuing to push for the High Street crossing to be changed into a traffic light Puffin crossing and are awaiting a decision from Shropshire Council.
Lloyds Bank

Following correspondence sent to Lloyds Bank from the Parish Council we are arranging a meeting to discuss keeping the Bank in the town.
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