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The past year 2014/15 has again been very challenging with a further £40 million pounds of cuts to be delivered .It has been a year where we have seen many staff leave under voluntary redundancies ,which in turn has created pressure on the delivery of services as departments are merged or abolished.

This is no where more so than in planning . In the recession we saw a  near complete withdrawal of submitted planning application which resulted in many staff been made redundant as there was no revenue creating work for them to do . As the economy is recovering we have seen an astonishing rise in planning applications. For example last September the planning department had a revenue target for applications which was exceeded by 600% .Naturally the council is recruiting specialised officers when and where needed but they cannot turn round such demand until that recruitment is undertaken .It is also noted that recruitment will be on far more beneficial terms for the council than historically , giving better value for the tax payer.

It is noted though that application process is struggling with a 13 week turnaround and we will endeavour to improve this so applicants, local builders and tradesman can get on with their work and expand the local economies also.

We have experienced severe pressure on Adult Social care and this has been compounded in the governments increase in the allowance people are allowed to hold in assets before having to make payment . this has resulted in the council having to pay for more people already in the care system and created a £5 million black hole in this department which  with other adjustments has been covered .

The forward plan on Adult Social care is to endeavour to keep more people out of care and in their own homes as it is better for the client and cheaper for the tax payer . We are also noting with the increase in medical advance the average life span of someone going into care has risen from 18 months to 5 years over the past decade, so the cost of client care in theory has trebled .

Parish councils are aware of the withdrawal of the council tax grant partly used to aid the delivery used for Adult Social Care so people within the parishes who are receiving care are getting the benefit of that money.

With the population living longer and the pressures above far more synergy needs to be put together with our CCG partners , and hopefully the new Future Fit project may deliver more care in the home or at least in the local Market town rather than travelling miles , giving  further stress to any illness.

We like the rest of the county have major problems with the state of the roads and byways . Again this has not been helped by the withdrawal of funding from central government to help cut the deficit ,we are now seeing a trickle of funding coming through  however we must fight our corner for the rural areas .This is a rising concern as we are seeing powers being devolved to the major cities such as Manchester and is greater conurbation , if this happens across the country where will it leave the Rural shires? We are lobbying our MPS and central government on our concerns for parity at least with the urban areas.

The Library service is under review with third of its budget projected  be withdrawn .We have seen different ways of delivering the service as such has been delivered in Craven Arms and Highley .Negotiations are underway regarding Cleobury Library and I am hopeful we will see an alternative delivery model. No decision will be made without a full public consultation .

Council tax has been frozen for the 6th year now and although some may say we should increase it to improve services that can come commutative year on year and because we have not increased it we have received a government grant to compensate an increase which would have been lost , so there would be no net gain .

Looking forward there are further cuts to come whoever is in number 10 in May . I foresee that in the future the council will just deliver its statuary services and care for the vulnerable. There will be a far greater role for Town and Parish councils and they will have to raise income to deliver any service which is aspirational above the statuary provision.

We have issues with local Bus services , state of the roads ,large solar panel farms, education funding in the rural areas  to name just a few .All of which we will keep lobbying for our share of the spend .

